


The project addresses the political dimensions of exhibition design, leading through 
two exhibitions designed by architect Egon Eiermann. It explores the entanglement of 
design and politics, National Socialism and forms of representation.

Disparate Precedents of Display looks at the way space affects visitors, exposing exhibition 
design as a genuinely political practice, building on and inheriting from the past - from 
past exhibitions, influential exhibition designers and conventions of display rooted in 
disparate political systems. 
Two exhibitions, commissioned by the German state, serve as case studies. 
“Gebt mir vier Jahre Zeit” was a National Socialist propaganda show staged in Berlin 
in 1937. It celebrated the transformation of all sectors of society under National Socialist 
rule since the implementation of Adolf Hitlers 4-year-plan. Twenty-one years later, the 
Federal Republic of Germany commissioned the same architect to design the German 
Pavilion at the Expo ‘58 in Brussels. At the World‘s Fair the young successor state had 
its first opportunity to present the cultural, economic and political parameters of a now 
democratic Germany on an international scale.
Both shows can be described as representations of state power and political narratives 
– one in the name of war and one in the name of humanity. Significant contributor to 
both exhibitions was Egon Eiermann in his role as exhibition architect.
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Project describtion



Part 1 : the tour



Performer welcomes 
the audience



in a building from 1966, that 
resembles the german Pavilion 
at exPo 58.



the Performer re-stages exhibits



through gestures and words.

























distribution of audio guides



listening to a text
on exhibition design 
by herbert bayer















3d Printed model 
of the exPo Pavilion



Part 2 : the booklet
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