
1. Blonde, blue-eyed, 1 meter 76, white, female, 
12.09.45, née Gabler, Resident of Munich, 
Heidestraße 17. Blonde, blue-eyed, 1 meter 76, 
white, female, 12.08.57, née Gabler, Resident of 
Munich, Heidestraße 17. Blonde, blue-eyed, 
1 meter 76, white, female, 12.08.64, née Gabler, 
Resident of Munich, Heidestraße 17. Blonde, 
green-eyed, 1 meter 60, white, female, 12.08.64,  
geb. Gabler, Resident of Cologne, Heidestraße 17. 
	 (Repeat)

2. The air in these rooms has always been a little 
stuffy, slightly damp. A very specific smell I can’t 
quite place. I feel the cold chair beneath me. It 
doesn’t feel stable like it’s only half grounded. Any-
way, it wobbles underneath me, almost imperceptibly. 
Maybe it’s just the floor. Just a regular Tuesday in 
November or December 1987. Just a regular Tuesday 
in March or April 1997. Just a regular Tuesday in 
January or February 2001. 2005. 2007. I made sure 
to wash my hair this morning. I wanted to be the 
best version of myself. After all, they don’t take just 
anyone for the photo. Head a little to the left, please. 
Eyes on the camera. A slight smile, maybe? All white.

3. Such a banal moment. But often, the moments 
that seem banal at first are the ones that aren’t. That 
round eye. Staring, unmoving. I wonder how many 
faces that eye has already seen. It looks right through 
me. Not a twitch in the eyelids. Such a banal moment. 
But often, the moments that seem banal at first are 
the ones that aren’t.

4. You look at her. She smiles. They smile. How many 
faces? How many faces that look like mine and how 
many that clearly don’t. Faces that don’t know who 
they are right now. Faces that hope the photo doesn’t 
betray them.

5. Soon I’ll be just a shadow on polycarbonate. Image 
after image after image – a reproduction of something 
we never truly got rid of.

6. I am Erika Mustermann, I have a firearms license 
and a motorboat. I am Erika Mustermann, I work as 
a doctor and as a nurse. I am Erika Mustermann, I 
was born in Damascus and hold a residence permit. I 
am Erika Mustermann, I am a full-time HR manag-
er. I am Erika Mustermann, I am Sister Agnes of the 
order. I am Erika Mustermann, I am a mother and a 
wife. I am Erika Mustermann, I took part in the 3rd 
FAI World Paragliding XC Championship 1998. I am 
Erika Mustermann, I am a sovereign ruler. I am Erika 
Mustermann, I hold the rank of lieutenant colonel in 
the German military. I am Erika Mustermann, I have 
a seafarer’s ID. I am Erika Mustermann, I can drive 
a train. I am Erika Mustermann, I hold all driver’s 
licenses, issued by the District Office Musterhaus am 
See. I am Erika Mustermann, I am negotiation-profi-
cient. I am Erika Mustermann, I organize the annual 
Christmas market in Musterstadt. I am Erika 
Mustermann, I own a Bahncard 25, 50 and 100. 
I am Erika Mustermann, I graduated from high 
school. I am Erika Mustermann, I have no entries in 
my criminal record. I am Erika Mustermann, I be-
queath 10% of my assets to the shelter “Tierheim zur 
Fellnase”. I am Erika Mustermann, I am the fourth 
selected employee of the Federal Printing Office. 
I am Erika Mustermann, I share my name with a 
Nazi song. I am a little flower. And its name is: Erika.

7. The letter could not be delivered because this 
address does not exist. The letter could not be 
delivered because this person does not exist.

8. E - Mail: 
We do not communicate background information or 
details about Erika Mustermann.
We nevertheless wish you the best of success.

Erikas Töchter (en)




